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Abstract: The relationship between the body and political authority is a central idea of Michelle
Foucault’s analysis of the body. From his perspective, this relationship relies on the political employment
of the body, linking it to mechanisms of repression and torture. This new vision introduces a new
understanding of the body as a site of power, inserting it into political discourse and revealing its
connection to authority. The political narrative has contributed to the crystallization of this controversial
relationship, it has often conveyed the forms of violence practiced by the political authority against its
opponents who reject its laws in an attempt to deter them and ensure its stability and continuity,
accordingly, repression constitutes a basic feature in this type of narrative.

In the present paper, we intend to use the novel entitled «I Lived with Wolves » of the Tunisian writer
Monji Haddadi as a model for approaching this ambiguous relationship between body and political
authority. He addressed the issue of political repression during the terms of the former presidents of
Tunisia, Habib Bourguiba and Zain El Abedeen Ben Ali.

The novel raises important problematic issues, most notably how power transforms the body to an
instrument of oppression which presents the core focus of this work. In this research, we will work to
answer these problematic questions.

Key words: Body, Politics, Authority, Novel, Oppression
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