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Abstract:

This study examines the representation of the colonial Other in Omani poetry during the Ya'rubi
State (1624-1749), focusing on two prominent poets: Rashid bin Khamis Al-Habsi and
Muhammad bin Salih Al-Muntafiqi. It analyzes two poems: Al-Habsi's Bahrainiyyah, composed in
praise of Imam Sultan bin Saif Al-Ya'rubi, and Al-Muntafiqi's elegy for Imam Saif bin Sultan Al-
Ya'rubi. Moreover, the study investigates the discursive relationship between the Self and the
Other, exploring both the explicit representation of the occupier and the implicit cultural patterns
embedded within the poetic discourse. It also seeks to explore the poets’ perceptions of the
colonial Other and to analyze the historical, religious, and cultural dimensions of the relationship
between the occupier and the indigenous community as reflected in poetry. The study is
organized around three main themes: the image of the colonial Other in Ya‘rubi-era Omani poetry,
the conflict between the poetic Self and the occupier, and the literary portrayal of the Imam as a
symbol of leadership and resistance. The study concludes with a synthesis of its principal
findings, highlighting the role of poetry in expressing cultural identity, historical memory, and
resistance to colonial domination.

Keywords: Omani poetry, Ya'aruba-period poetry, the colonizing Other, Cultural Criticism, Self
and Other.
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