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Introduction 

Sohar University is considered one of the leading academic institutions in the Sultanate of Oman. 

Through its graduate studies programs, the University seeks to contribute to the advancement of 

scientific research and to enhance the research capabilities of students in a manner consistent with 

the requirements of contemporary development and modern knowledge. The University offers 

doctoral programs in six specializations across five colleges, namely: the College of Business, the 

College of Computing and Information Technology, the Faculty of Education and Arts, the College of 

Engineering, and the College of Law. 

These programs underscore the University’s commitment to its mission of preparing highly qualified 

research scholars who possess the scientific and methodological competence necessary to produce 

original knowledge and to develop innovative solutions to contemporary challenges across various 

disciplines. 

In recognition of the importance of the doctoral thesis and its central role in enriching knowledge and 

advancing scientific research, Sohar University has developed this guide as a reference for graduate 

students and members of supervisory committees. The guide outlines the general framework for 

writing academic theses and the requirements for their preparation in accordance with approved 

scientific and academic standards. It also aims to ensure a unified format for doctoral theses 

submitted to the University and to promote the principles of academic writing and research ethics, 

thereby reflecting the quality of Sohar University’s research output and its academic excellence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Font Type, Size, and Color 

First: Theses Written in Arabic 

1. The official font Simplified Arabic shall be used throughout all parts of the thesis, 

including tables and appendices. 

2. Font size: 

o Thesis title on the cover page: 20 pt (Bold) 

o Main headings: 16 pt (Bold) 

o Subheadings: 14 pt (Bold) 

o Body text: 14 pt (Regular) 

 

3. Font color: Black only; the use of colors is permitted in figures and charts. 

4. The thesis shall be printed on A4 paper, single-sided only. 

5. Line and paragraph spacing: 1.5 spacing. 

6. A smaller font size (12 pt) may be used in tables or footnotes. 

Second: Theses Written in English 

1. The official font Times New Roman shall be used. 

2. Font size: 

o Thesis title: 20 pt (Bold) 

o Main headings: 14 pt (Bold) 

o Subheadings: 12 pt (Bold) 

o Body text: 12 pt (Regular) 

3. Font color: Black only; the use of colors is permitted in figures and charts. 

4. The thesis shall be printed on A4 paper, single-sided only. 

5. Spacing: Double spacing (2.0). 

6. Text alignment: Justified. 

  



Margins 

1. Margins shall be set as follows: 

o Top: 2.5 cm 

o Bottom: 3 cm 

o Binding side: 4 cm 

o Outer side: 2.5 cm 

2. Page numbers shall be placed at the bottom center of the page. 

3. The same margins shall be applied consistently across all chapters and appendices. 

Pagination 

4. All pages shall be numbered except the cover page and the title page. 

5. Arabic letters (  ،أ، ب، ج…) shall be used for the preliminary pages in Arabic theses, while Roman 

numerals (i, ii, iii, …) shall be used for English theses. 

6. Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, …) shall be used for the main body of the thesis. 

7. Page numbers shall appear centered at the bottom of the page, without parentheses. 

Punctuation 

8. Proper punctuation marks shall be used in accordance with the language of the thesis. 

9. One space shall be left after each punctuation mark, and no space shall precede it. 

10. The APA 7th Edition style shall be followed to ensure consistency in academic formatting. 

Binding and Cover 

11. Cover color: 

o Dark blue for doctoral theses. 

o Dark green for master’s theses. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. All text on the cover and spine shall be printed in gold color. 

3. The cover shall correspond exactly to the internal title page. 

4. The student’s name, year of graduation, college, university, and country, along with the © 

symbol, shall be printed at the bottom of the cover. 

5. The spine shall include: the student’s name – a shortened title – the year of graduation. 

6. The thesis shall be printed on high-quality white A4 paper and thermally bound. 

7. One hard copy and one electronic copy in PDF format shall be submitted. 

  



 

 



List of Tables 

1. The list shall include all tables presented in the thesis. 

2. Format: 

Page Table Title Table No. 

25 Web Technologies Used in University 

Libraries 
1 

 

List of Figures 

1. The list shall include all figures, illustrations, and charts presented in the thesis. 

2. Format: 

Page Table Title Table No. 

30 The Proposed Conceptual Framework of 

the Study 
1 

List of Abbreviations 

1. This list shall be used to explain scientific symbols and abbreviations. 

2. Format: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preliminary Pages 

The preliminary pages shall include the following, in the order listed: 

1. Cover Page 

o The cover page and title page shall be printed in bold black font, size 20 pt. 

English Equivalent Abbreviation 

Gulf Cooperation Council GCC 

Total Quality Management TQM 



o The thesis title must be free of spelling and linguistic errors and should accurately 

reflect the content and scope of the study. 

o It is recommended that the title be carefully reviewed to ensure its consistency with 

the final approved thesis title. 

o The page shall also include the student’s information, the academic department, and 

the degree awarded. 

 

2. Title Page 

The thesis title shall be written in 20 pt font in a clear and precise manner, accurately 

reflecting the study’s topic and objectives. It is recommended that the title be linguistically 

reviewed before final approval. 

 

3. Declaration Page 

The student shall provide a declaration affirming that the thesis is their own original work 

and that it has not been previously submitted by anyone else for the award of any academic 

degree. 



 

4. Authorization Page 

The student shall provide an authorization statement granting Sohar University, represented 

by the Learning Resources Center (Main Library), the right to supply various databases with 

a copy of the thesis.  

 



5. Dedication Page (Optional) 

The dedication in a thesis is an expression of the student’s gratitude to a group of close 

individuals who played a significant role in completing the thesis and provided continuous 

support throughout the writing process. This may include a personal dedication to parents, 

siblings, spouse, or relatives, a general dedication, or a combination of both. The dedication 

shall not exceed one page. 

 

6. Acknowledgements Page 

This page includes expressions of gratitude and appreciation, where the student 

acknowledges all individuals who provided support and assistance during the course of their 

study. It is recommended that the student begin by thanking the members of the supervisory 

committee, followed by appreciation for colleagues or any other parties who contributed or 

cooperated in the research process, as illustrated in the example below. 

 



 

 

 

 

7. Supervisory Committee Page 

This page shall include the thesis title, the student’s name, and their university ID number, 

and it must match the spelling and formatting of the cover page and the thesis supervisory 

committee page. It shall list the names of all supervisory committee members along with 

their academic information, including full name, role (e.g., Principal Supervisor, Co-



Supervisor, Member), academic title, department, affiliated institution, and signature, as 

illustrated in the example below. 

 

 

  



8. Thesis Defense Committee Page 

This page is very similar to the Supervisory Committee Page, but it pertains to the thesis 

defense committee. The thesis title, student name, and university ID number are omitted, 

while the same formatting and design of the page are maintained. It shall list the names of 

all committee members, including the Chairperson, External Examiner, Internal Examiner 

(1), and Internal Examiner (2). 

 

 



9. Thesis Approval Page 

The Thesis Approval Page is an essential page in a doctoral thesis and is placed 

immediately after the defense committee page. Its purpose is to officially document the 

approval of the student’s thesis by the defense committee after all degree requirements 

have been completed. The page shall include the signatures of both the Dean of Graduate 

Studies and the Dean of the relevant college, along with the student’s name, thesis title, and 

date of approval. This page must be prepared according to the official university template 

and written accurately, free of any linguistic or formatting errors. 

 

10. Arabic Abstract 

The abstract shall be written on one page only and is considered one of the most important 

parts of the thesis. The page consists of three main elements: 

1. Thesis Title: written at the center of the page in bold black font, size 16 pt. 

2. Student’s Name: placed below the title using the same font as the thesis, size 14 pt. 

3. The word “Abstract”: centered on the page in bold font. 

4. Abstract Text: written in 14 pt font, with a clear and consistent style. 



The abstract typically consists of five short paragraphs, covering: a brief introduction to the study 

topic and the reasons for choosing it, the study objectives, the research methodology and data 

collection tools, the main results obtained by the study, and the key recommendations or 

suggestions. 

 The abstract should be free of figures, tables, or references, and its language should be clear, 

coherent, and concise without excessive detail. 

11. English Abstract 

The abstract shall be written in English on one page only and must include the same four 

elements present in the Arabic abstract, with the following considerations: the title font size 

shall be 16 pt, while the rest of the text shall follow the standard font size used in the thesis. 

The abstract must be an accurate translation of the Arabic abstract, without additions or 

omissions, and should use formal, clear, and scientific language. The purpose of this abstract 

is to provide a concise and comprehensive overview of the thesis content, including the study 

objectives, methodology, main findings, and final recommendations. 

 

12. Table of Contents 

The table of contents lists the main headings of the thesis along with their corresponding 

page numbers, allowing the reader to access topics quickly and accurately. The table of 

contents should be organized and clear, showing the different levels of main and 

subheadings. It can be prepared automatically using the numbering and formatting tools in 

Microsoft Word. 

 

13. List of Tables 

Includes all tables presented in the thesis, with table numbers, titles, and page numbers. 

 

14. List of Figures 

Includes all figures, illustrations, and charts presented in the thesis, with figure numbers, 

titles, and page numbers. 

 

15. List of Symbols and Abbreviations (if applicable) 

Used to explain scientific symbols and abbreviations, listing each abbreviation along with its 

full meaning. 

 


